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When Nir Hod was a student at

Jenusalern’s Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design,
Israel was belng Inundated by new technaologies, high
lashion, MTY and Tower Records. “The way |
understoed art, it was much maore apen, something
that was part of the culture, people, SOCKTY, Savs
Hod, who became obsessed with merch stands at
rock concerts and the low-culture soueenirs of kesus
and Mary, the Holocaust and revered rabbis being
sald at the city’s high holy sites. © loved haw you
codld have something so glarmomous, so romantic, 50
sacred turned into merchandise.”

S0 Hod becamies the rock star of bis own art. In
1993, he glazed porcelain plates with his own image,
followed by necklaces and dog tags printed with
androgynous nudes of himsall as a soldiern, and T-
shirts of him playing Michasl Jackson, Less than a
year after Yitzhak Rabin's murder, he used gold
thread to embrolder 500 yarmulkes—aon ane edge,
the image of & raven eating the yarmulke of Yigal
Amir, the prime minister's assassing on another, an
image of Benjamin Metamahu as the devil. He then
inscribed each of them with “A Souvenir From
Movember,” the fitle of his controversial 1997
exhibition at Tel Aviv's Mary Faual Gallery.

“' wanted to sell them at the gallery” says Hod.
"‘But the police had to protect me for a few days
bacause they recetved threats.”

When the artist studied st New York's Cooper
Union, ane, one of his favorite spots in town was, of
course, the gift store at The Metropolitan Museum
of Art. "It was so beautiful for me 1o sea all these old
masters translated into a scarf or jewelry box or
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calendar” says Hod, who would airbrush postcands
from the shop with floral pastels. "At some point
there’s no difference between a sunset in Thailand,
a pyramid in Egypl, the Mona Lisa or the flowers of
van Gogh, To me, there's something very charming
about this.”

Hod made his blggest splash in the world of
merchandising with The Might You Left, seis of
mirrared coasters embellished with lines of cocaine
after his titular serdes of paintings. Since thelr 2042
debut at Paul Kasmin's PK Shop, Hod has sold more
than 12,000 ediions of the coasters evernywhere
from The Standard hotels to the Mew Museum,

"There are many crazy berefits to these
souvenirs, because so many people can appreciate
art and artists but they can never buy amthing,” says
Hod. “Marny artworks you work 50 hard on and then
some collector buys it, but who is really going 1o enjoy
it or sae {7 1 like volume. | want people to know what
I'm dodng, to have a part af me, and this s another
great way 1o do it.”

Hod's latest souvenirs come in the form of
fashion atcessorics. Alter years of talking about
collaborating with his friend Israeliborn fashion
designer ¥igal Azrouél, the two printed a few of Hod's
Genivs portraits of aristocratic children smaking
cigarettes onto limited-edition cashmere modal
scarnves, launched at PK Shop last winter, Aslde from
being functionad, Hod seas the scarl as a link to the
art history and pop culture—yvan Dyel and Veldaques,
Bowie and Jagger—which originally influenced the
Genius palntings.

For Azrouzl, the collaboration is &lso &

colebration of Hod's luminous brushwark. “Mier's
craftamanship comveys such a uniqualy luxurious
feeling,” he says, “which makes it very easy for him
to ssamlessly collabarate in this markat.”

Art achisar and curator Mara Brito agrees. After
placing some of Hod's paintings, the two became
friencds and Brito spent the past year designing 10
leather handbags printed with a range of images from
the artist's early figurative paintings to his new
chrome abstraciions.,

*| lesabiedd for images that matched our vision:! &
little punk, a Iittle rebel, sometimes dark glam,
Sometimes romantc,” Says Erita, who likens the
callection to a “mini retrospective.” It launched &t
Mew York's Soho House in February, "Mirs work is
soulful and deals with Issues that everyone can
redate o, Things are complicated in the workd we Tve
in, There's drama ard there's beauty and he captures
very  contradictory  aspects  using  the  most
extraardinary painting technigquaes.”

Hopefully, he won't keep the fashion plates
walting tog long for his next collaborative concept:
dictatar sunglassss based on the glamyteminine
styles worm by Saddam Hussein and Muammar
Gaddafi.

“They try to look like something bebween
beautiful, important rock stars ard rich people, but
because they dont have the nght taste ts elther
Teminine, Adiculous or out of fashion, with the
attitude of the "70s,” says Hod. “It's almost like
some kind of crazy Halloween costume,”

Sacha Baron Cohen might want to resive
Admiral General Aladeen,

Hud and Yigal Azrowd
Hod's studio in New
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